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To help you: 

1. Find funding opportunities with NIH 

2. Understand the NIH grants process

3. Know who to contact at NIH

4. Become familiar with key NIH resources 
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To seek fundamental knowledge about the nature 
and behavior of living systems and

the application of that knowledge to enhance health, 
lengthen life, and reduce illness and disability
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Each with a different:

 mission & priorities

 budget

 funding strategy

NIGMS

International Center
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• Supported research at more 
than 2,700 organizations

• Received 54,834 competing 
research project grant 
applications 

• Made 11,071  awards

NIH 

FY 2018
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Unique opportunity 
due to special talents, 

resources, 
populations, etc. 

unavailable in the U.S.

Relevance to NIH mission 
and objectives; potential 

for significantly advancing 
health sciences in the U.S.
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• Foreign institutions are eligible for many NIH 
research project grants. 

• Foreign institutions are not eligible for most small 
business, fellowship, career development, training 
grant, center grants, and construction 
grants. (There are rare exceptions.)

o U.S citizenship is required for PIs on small 
business, fellowship and training grants. 
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Fiscal Year
Direct 

Foreign 
Awards

Domestic 
Awards with 

Foreign 
Component

2018 544 6,958

2017 498 6,345

2016 549 6,303
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 U.S. institution is responsible

 Requires a formalized written agreement

 Substantial scientific involvement 

 Ensure you understand the rules and regulations

 U.S. awardees will flow down to foreign subrecipients 
applicable parts of the Uniform Guidance and monitor 
foreign entity progress

Find potential partnerships using: 

ProjectReporter.nih.gov



Used to advertise grant opportunities

Contain information for successful application 

 Due dates, 

 Individual and organizational eligibility

 Submission requirements

 Scientific area(s)

 Review criteria

 Award administration

 Agency points-of-contact
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NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide

• FOAs (NIH, AHRQ, some CDC and FDA)

• Notices of special interest

• Policy notices

• Notices of changes to FOAs

Grants.gov 

https://www.grants.gov

• FOAs for all US Federal agencies

• No agency specific notices

Search both: NIH Guide – full text & notices.  Grants.gov – synopsis & all agencies.

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide
https://www.grants.gov/


Type of FOA Description

Program 
Announcements 
(PA, PAR, PAS)

• Highlights areas of focus

• Usually ongoing (3 yrs)

• Often use standard receipt dates

Requests for 
Applications (RFA)

• Narrowly defined scope

• Usually single receipt date 

• Set aside funds

• IC usually convenes review panel

Parent 
Announcements

• Type of program announcement

• No science specified 

• Many NIH institutes and centers participate

• By activity code (R01, R03, etc)

• For “investigator initiated” or “unsolicited” research 
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Check participating NIH Institutes – should align with your research 
 Also check related notices - notices of special interest may identify institutes 

participating that are not listed in the FOA 

Determine if NIH considers your study to be a clinical trial
 Our decision tool can help https://grants.nih.gov/ct-decision/

 Pick an FOA accordingly

Review FOA for Eligibility
 Foreign Institutions may or may not be eligible 

 Foreign components may not be allowed

 Foreign components may or may not be required

 Foreign applicants required to submit detailed budgets
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https://grants.nih.gov/ct-decision/
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Eligibility differs by FOA.  For example: 
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Talk with NIH scientific/program staff about your idea and where it fits





Complete/renew required registrations to interact in 
electronic systems 

Start now - can take 6 – 8 weeks to complete

 Institutions - required to register in multiple 
systems

 Investigators – must be registered in the eRA 
Commons

Learn more: NIH How to Apply web page 
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Access application forms from funding opportunity 
announcement

Carefully read the funding opportunity and application 
instructions 

 Carefully read the funding opportunity and application instructions 

 Carefully read the funding opportunity and application instructions

 Carefully read the funding opportunity and application instructions

 Carefully read the funding opportunity and application instructions

grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.html


 What is your role?

 What roles do other people play?
 Authorized Organizational Representative

 Principal Investigator

 Administrator

 Coordination and respect for each other’s roles is key

 Understand your institutional processes and timelines for 
grant related activities
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 Responsible for the programmatic, scientific, and/or 
technical aspects of a grant

 Provides scientific guidance to investigators pre- and 
post-award

 Develops grant initiatives 

 Provides post-award oversight

 Point of contact before you apply and after review
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 Responsible for scientific and technical review

 Ensures fair and unbiased evaluation of scientific and 
technical merit

Provides a summary of the evaluation

Reviews applications for completeness and 
conformance with application requirements

 Point of contact for applicants during the review process
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Responsible for completion of business management 
requirements

 Evaluates applications for administrative content and 
compliance with policy

Negotiates Awards

 Interprets grants administration policies

Point of contact for policy and budget issues pre and post 
award. 
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National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review
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Institution

Submits 
Application

Assigns to IC & IRG / Study Section

Study Section

Reviews for Scientific Merit

Institute

Evaluates for Relevance

Advisory Councils & Board

Recommends Action

Institute Director

Makes Funding Decision

Allocates Funds

Performs the 
Research 

Investigator

Great Research 
Idea! 

Application to award takes ~9-10 months



Overall Impact –Scored 1-9
 Assessment of the likelihood for the project to 

exert a sustained, powerful influence on the 
research field(s) involved

Core Review Criteria-Scored 1-9
 Significance

 Investigator(s)

 Innovation

 Approach

 Environment
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 Protections of human subjects

 Inclusions of women, children and minorities

Appropriate use of vertebrate animals 

Management of hazardous conditions
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For applications from foreign institutions:

 Whether the project presents special opportunities for 
furthering research programs through the use of 
unusual talent, resources, populations, or 
environmental conditions in other countries that are 
not readily available in the United States or that 
augment existing U.S. resources

 Whether the proposed project has specific relevance to 
the mission and objectives of the IC and has the 
potential for significantly advancing the health sciences 
in the United States
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• eRA Commons http://era.nih.gov/commons

– Final Impact Score is available in 3 days 

– Summary statement is available in 4 – 8 weeks

• Available to:

 PD/PIs

 NIH officials

 Advisory Council members

• NIH Program Officer = Point of Contact
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http://era.nih.gov/commons




Legally binding document
• Award data and fiscal information
• Grant payment info
• Terms and conditions of award

Grantee accepts terms and 
conditions of award as soon as 
funds are drawn down
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https://grants.nih.gov/policy/nihgps/index.htm

 Is a term and condition 
of all grant awards

 Explicitly defines roles, 
responsibilities

 Updated each fall 

33



 Annual progress reporting

 Annual federal financial reporting

 Invention reporting

 Yearly audits (as applicable) 

 Closeout reporting
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In eRA Commons you can find:

Application image

Application status

Assignments (institute, review group)

NIH staff contacts (SRO, program, grants management)

Scores (PI only)

Summary statement (PI only)

Notice of Award

Links to tools for reporting, no cost extensions, etc.



Work with your institution’s office of sponsored research to 
be sure you are registered and your account is affiliated 
with your institution BEFORE you apply.

2 weeks lead time – PI registration in Commons

6-8 weeks – All institutional registrations and renewals





GRANTS.nih.gov – your home 

base for info on NIH grant 

opportunities, policies, processes
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Grants.nih.gov







Grants.nih.gov

Under Get Started find 

the basics: 

• understanding NIH 

• eligibility

• types of grant 

programs

• types of applications



grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/funding_program.htm

What is an R03, 

F31, X02, etc?

Find programs 

for your career 

stage!

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/funding_program.htm




NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide


Learn about grant, 

contract and loan 

repayment 

opportunities through 

the Funding tab

Or use Find 

Funding for quick 

access to grant 

opportunities 

(NIH Guide)

On Grants.NIH.gov



Search the Guide at: 

Grants.nih.gov/Funding/SearchGuide

Export

Share

Save 

Search



grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm





How to Apply 

grants.nih.gov
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Find application instructions and 

submission policies on How to Apply 

page

* Forms are posted with each FOA.*

First timer? Watch the video!
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Standard receipt dates 

for each type of grant

3 standard receipt 

dates a year. 

Scroll further on page 

for timelines for each 

“round”



Review dates and 

earliest start date by 

submission round

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/standard-due-dates.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/standard-due-dates.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/standard-due-dates.htm
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Latest Grants Policy 

Statement (GPS)

Also, listing of all the recent policy 

notices that update the GPS and 

Application Guide

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/nihgps

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/nihgps


Information for Foreign Applicants



glossary and 

acronyms

FAQs

eRA
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 Which NIH institutes  fund 
research like yours

 NIH staff contacts

 Funding for Organizations

 Potential collaborators

 NIH-funded workforce data

 NIH grantees in your area

 Success rates
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RePORT.nih.gov



Search NIH-
funded 

projects





The research group investigates the neurobiology underlying drug abuse and related 

psychiatric disorders. The work is focused on the systematic study of the human 

brain of drug abusers and subjects with psychiatric disorders in relation to opioid 

neuropeptide, cannabinoid and dopamine neuronal systems. Drug abuse and, e.g., 

major depression are associated with alterations of mood, cognition, and motivation, 

thus, an important goal is to identify and map specific genes in the mesocorticolimbic

system, which regulate emotional function. Techniques such as in situ hybridization, 

RT-PCR, DNA microarray, in vitro autoradiography, and general biochemical assays 

are used for the detailed analyses of genes, and respective protein products, in 

discrete mesocorticolimbic brain areas. Molecular, biochemical, and in vivo studies 

of the human brain are assessed in relation to individual genotype in order to identify 

neurobiological correlates of functional genetic polymorphisms linked to addiction 

and affective disorders. Epigenetic mechanisms, e.g., DNA methylation, are also 

evaluated in relation to the regulation of gene expression.

Matchmaker – find similar projects





The research group investigates the neurobiology underlying drug abuse and related 

psychiatric disorders. The work is focused on the systematic study of the human 

brain of drug abusers and subjects with psychiatric disorders in relation to opioid 

neuropeptide, cannabinoid and dopamine neuronal systems. Drug abuse and, e.g., 

major depression are associated with alterations of mood, cognition, and motivation, 

thus, an important goal is to identify and map specific genes in the mesocorticolimbic

system, which regulate emotional function. Techniques such as in situ hybridization, 

RT-PCR, DNA microarray, in vitro autoradiography, and general biochemical assays 

are used for the detailed analyses of genes, and respective protein products, in 

discrete mesocorticolimbic brain areas. Molecular, biochemical, and in vivo studies 

of the human brain are assessed in relation to individual genotype in order to identify 

neurobiological correlates of functional genetic polymorphisms linked to addiction 

and affective disorders. Epigenetic mechanisms, e.g., DNA methylation, are also 

evaluated in relation to the regulation of gene expression.

Matchmaker – find program officials





NIH program 

official

FOA

Review  panel

PI contact info

Funding
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grants.nih.gov

News and 

Events tab



http://nexus.od.nih.gov

Subscribe to the monthly 

Nexus for a summary of 

NIH grant happenings, 

resources, events.

Provide comment, join 

the discussion!



All About Grants@NIHgrants

@NIHfunding

@NIH_LRP

@NIH_OLAW

@NIHsbir

NIHgrants

grants.nih.gov – search social media

facebook.com/nihlrp

Open Mike

NIH Division of Loan Repayment (DLR) Director’s Blog
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https://grants.nih.gov/podcasts/All_About_Grants/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/user/NIHgrants/
http://www.facebook.com/nihlrp
http://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/category/blog/
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/blog


All About Grants 

Channel on iTunes 

or download directly 

from webpage

grants.nih.gov – search 

podcast 



Videos on wide 

range of grants 

policies, 

processes and 

systems
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 FOAs include contact names for program, review and grants 
management staff.

 Institute websites have org charts or contact lists so to help 
you find a name.  www.nih.gov

 RePORTER provides the NIH program official’s name for 
funded projects, funding IC and the FOA. 
projectreporter.nih.gov

 Use the NIH Staff Directory if you already have a name 
ned.nih.gov

 If in doubt, use the help link on grants.nih.gov for guidance. 
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http://www.nih.gov/
http://projectreporter.nih.gov/
http://ned.nih.gov/


grants.nih.gov





 Do your research
 Understand the NIH process, policies, & expectations

 Build support
 Learn who can help you at your institution

 Reach out
 Contact us
 Stay connected and monitor what is happening at NIH

 Apply
 If you want to compete for a grant you must apply
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