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Background 

On the 16th of June 2020, the Portuguese National Innovation Agency (ANI) and the Foundation for Science 

at Technology (FCT) held an online stakeholders’ event on the European Commission’s Mission Area 

Adaptation to Climate Change, including Societal Transformation. This one-hour online information 

session was held through Zoom and gathered a total of 173 participants coming from a wide range of 

stakeholders from the public and private sectors (research and higher education institutions, regional 

governments, municipalities, governmental agencies, NGO’s, large companies and SME, associations, 

interface entities). The aim of the session was to discuss with stakeholders the Mission Accelerating the 

transition to a climate prepared and resilient Europe’s goals, objectives and future implementation and 

to get their feedback and suggestions.  

This report presents the main points of the discussion held between Helena Freitas, Board Member of the 

Mission Accelerating the transition to a climate prepared and resilient Europe and the Portuguese 

stakeholders.  

Main discussion topics 

• The main objective of the Mission was discussed. Essentially the goal is to accelerate the transition 

to a climate change adaptable and resilient Europe. The Mission intends to do this involving 

citizens, communities and regions. The aim is to create specific and concrete dynamics that involve 

partnerships and a roadmap through a co-creation process and following a common vision, 

bringing a set of actors together that can, in the long-term, build this adaptive transformation to 

allow us to live within the limits of the planet boundaries. 

• The mission aims to promote partnerships and scalable solutions that can be adopted and used by 

communities and regions, keeping in mind the communities (which may include different levels 

such as neighbourhood, city, town, village, agglomeration etc.) and the capacity to inspire them. 

But it also wants to find a formal framework that would allow to encompass and bring together 

different policies, institutions, involving citizens and making partnerships.  

• For achieving this it is important to facilitate a creative environment, taking advantage of the digital 

agenda, in order to design concrete programs that will allow access to digital data and services, 

and to promote local economies. 

• This dynamic intends to be built with the involvement of communities, taking their specific needs 

and aspirations into account in terms of the policies and funding of community and social 

infrastructures (everything that has to do with people's daily lives: housing, mobility, construction 

of social space, infrastructure to respond to risks, etc.), health and well-being, nature, biodiversity 

and ecosystem services, water issues (e.g. water use efficiency), transformation of the food system, 

rural landscapes, etc. The transformation must be systemic, and this Mission intends to promote a 

set of pillars to accelerate this transformation. 

A set of questions was asked to the participants: 

(1) What are the R&I topics that contribute to this mission and in which Portugal stands out the most? 

a. The most prominent responses were: biodiversity, renewable energies, climate change, 

sustainability, ‘underutilized crops’ and water resources. 

b. Missions are not exactly scientific programs. Missions aim to bring together science, 

technology, innovation and people, in a very inclusive way. But there is a very clear 

awareness that we need to have R&I projects that will feed the dynamics of the Missions.  

c. The biodiversity agenda is very important for participants and is one of the areas that this 

Mission has identified and that is linked to and takes into account the 20-30 Biodiversity 

Strategy. 
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d. It is understood that the systemic transformation and the response to climate change 

necessarily involves a new language in agriculture and is one of the axes that is included in 

the mission, together with water resources and ecosystem services. 

e. We need to be aware that the vision of having a resilient Europe, that is capable of 

responding to climate change in fact implies having another agriculture, another policy for 

biodiversity, for resource management, etc.  

f. Forest management: it is important to have goals for the European forest - for example to 

set aside about 30% of the European territory to nature conservation. 

(2) Who needs to be involved in this mission in Portugal?  

a. The Mission needs everyone: local government, industry, NGOs, universities, research 

centres, collaborative laboratories and citizens in general. We realize that it is good to have 

a local administration, or a region that can establish Mission’s partnerships and initiatives, 

but we do not want to limit this to public administrations. We want to leave it very open as 

to who can participate in these partnerships.  

b. A major investment of the Mission is the co-creative process. The Mission is open to any 

community (e.g. neighborhoods, collectives, etc.) that want to take this path with it. There 

is a specific program to involve citizens: and Mission board is preparing a set of initiatives 

that will be properly publicized. Participants showed a great interest in these events.  

c. The Mission hopes to include 100 resilient regions that want to build this path together, 

including municipalities, territories, universities, etc. 

(3) How are we going to involve the people who are further away? 

a. The Mission took into account the big citizen participation in climate protests which were 

taking place until the end of 2019, namely the youth strikes led by Greta Thumberg. Within 

the framework of the Mission, computer support processes to be able to get closer to the 

citizens are being prepared - to make more direct consultations. The Mission Board is 

discussing many experiments to include citizens, like the example of assemblies in France. 

b. And Portugal will also try to do that - there is pressure to do this exercise on a national scale. 

FCT and ANI want to support the goal of designing the Mission in a very inclusive way. The 

process started with this event with the stakeholders and other events will be organized. 

Final remarks 

This session was widely participated, and a vast majority of participants considered it very relevant for 

learning about the Mission’s goals and objectives. Participants thought that the Mission Accelerating the 

transition to a climate prepared and resilient Europe is very important for Portugal. Participants showed 

a great interest in being involved in future actions and programs and are eager to learn about the Mission’s 

implementation plan.  
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ANNEX I: Agenda 

 
 

 
 

Event website  

 

  

https://www.gppq.fct.pt/h2020/eventos.php?id=12127
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ANNEX II: MB Presentation 
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