
Council

Pathfinder

FROM IDEA TO MARKET



The EICfocuses on supporting innovators with breakthrough high-risk ideas and market creating 
innovation pushing to higher Technology Readiness Levels (TRL). 

THE EIC: EU LEADERSHIP IN THE NEXT WAVE OF INNOVATION 



SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

Support impact-oriented companies addressing Sustainable Development Goals. 

Crowding in of co-investments and follow-up investments in EIC funded 

companies (e.g. blended finance / equity (-like) support)

Bridging research to deployment and market (Pathfinder, Transition, Accelerator & supported through 
proactive management)

Improving balance across geographical regionsȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÉÄÅÎÉÎÇȭ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ 

Improving gender balance and promoting women innovators



EIC INSTRUMENTS

Idea/Research Ready to marketLab test Prototype



TRANSITION

TRL 4 - 6

GrantΥ ǳǇ ǘƻ нΦр aϵ  
Funding rate: 100%

WHO
(from eligible EIC pathfinder, FET, ERC PoC)
ÅSingle entity (SME, Spinoff, start-up, 

research, academia, researchers) 
ÅConsortium 2-5 partners

TRL 5 - 8

Blended financeΥ ǳǇ ǘƻ нΦр aϵ  
Funding rate: 70%
Equity investment ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵмр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ

WHO
ÅSingle entity (SME, Spinoff, start-up,

entrepreneurΧύ 

WHAT

Åbeyond the experimental proof of 
principle

ÅIdentified project results (EIC, FET or ERC 
PoC) for ground-breaking innovations and 
new businesses

ÅNovel tech validation & maturation  

ÅIncrease market readiness

WHAT

Åhigh risk/high gain innovations to go to the 
market and scale up

Ådevelop p a high-risk innovation

Åpotential for future social or economic 
impact or market creation

TRL 1 - 4

GrantΥ ǳǇ ǘƻ о aϵ όƻǇŜƴύ 
п aϵ όŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜύ  

Funding rate: 100%

WHO
ÅConsortium 3-5 partners 
ÅSingle entity (Challenge call only)

WHAT

Åscience-towards-technology 
breakthrough research

ÅRadically new technologies

ÅFrom proof of concept to demonstration 
of commercial viability

Åcreate new markets and social and 
economic impacts



TRANSITION

TRL 4 - 6

HOW

1. Application (25-page )

2.  Remote evaluation 
GO NEXT STEP/ NOGO / Seal of Excellence

3.  Face to face interviews - GO/ NOGO

TRL 5 - 8

HOW

1. Short application (5-page form , pitch, 
video)

2. Remote evaluation ςGO NEXT STEP/ NOGO
3. Full application to cut off dates
4. Remote evaluation - GO NEXT STEP/ NOGO
5. Face to face interviews - GO/ NOGO/Seal

WHAT

Åbeyond the experimental proof of 
principle

ÅIdentified project results (EIC, FET or ERC 
PoC) for ground-breaking innovations and 
new businesses

ÅNovel tech validation & maturation  

ÅIncrease market readiness

WHAT

Åhigh risk/high gain innovations to go to the 
market and scale up

Ådevelop p a high-risk innovation

Åpotential for future social or economic 
impact or market creation

TRL 1 - 4

HOW

1. Application 
(Open 17-page, Challenge 25 page )

2. Remote evaluation - GO/NOGO

3. Rebuttal chance

WHAT

Åscience-towards-technology 
breakthrough research

ÅRadically new technologies

ÅFrom proof of concept to demonstration 
of commercial viability

Åcreate new markets and social and 
economic impacts



TRANSITION

TRL 4 - 6

CHALLENGE

1. Medical devices

2. Energy harvesting and storage 
technologies

TRL 5 - 8

CHALLENGE

1. Strategic Health and Digital Technologies

2. Green Deal innovations for the economic 
recovery 

TRL 1 - 4

CHALLENGE

1. Awareness inside

2. Tools to measure & stimulate activity in brain 
tissue

3. Emerging Tech in Cell & Gene Therapy

4. Novel routes to green hydrogen production

5. Engineered living materials

OPEN CALLs (May 2021)

& 

CHALLENGE CALLS (Oct 2021)

OPEN CALLs

& 

CHALLENGE CALLS

OPEN CALLs (Set 2021)

& 

CHALLENGE CALLS (Set 2021)

Short applications: any time
Full applications: 9/6/2021; 6/10/2021





Idea/Research Ready to marketLab test Prototype

ÅScience-towards-technology breakthrough 
research

ÅRadically high risk/high gain new 
technologies

ÅScientific and technological excellence

ÅFrom proof of concept to demonstration of 
commercial viability

ÅPromote inter-disciplinary collaborative 
research

ÅPotentially create new markets and social 
and economic impacts



'ÒÁÎÔ ÕÐ ÔÏȡ Ω -Ώ

Call deadline: 19/May/2021
Indicative Budget: Χάή -Ώ

Open calls 

Challenge driven calls 

'ÒÁÎÔ ÕÐ ÔÏȡ Ϊ -Ώ
Call deadline: 27/Out/2021
Indicative Budget: ΧΩΨȢΦ -Ώ

1. Awareness inside
2. Tools to measure & stimulate activity in brain tissue
3. Emerging Technologies in Cell & Gene Therapy
4. Novel routes to green hydrogen production
5. Engineered living materials

CALLS



OPEN
¶ Do you havea visiondisruptivetechnologythat could make a real difference to our lives? positive effect to our

economyandsociety

¶ Doyouseea plausiblewayof achievingthe scientific breakthrough that will makethis technologypossible?

¶ Canyouimaginecollaborating with an interdisciplinaryteam of researchersandinnovators?

¶ Getto proof of principle and validate the scientific basisof the future technology?

¶ Ambitiousvisionfor radically new technology, with potential to create new markets

¶ High-risk/high-gain research(e.g. researchrisk,market risk)

FINANCING  ǳǇ ǘƻ о aϵ    όŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜΥ млл҈ύ

WHAT



OPEN

WHO

¶ Collaborative interdisciplinary team of researchers and

innovators

¶ Consortium that includes at least three independent legal

entities , each one establishedin a different Member State or

associatedcountry

¶ Consortiummin 3partners

Å academia

Å research organisations

Å start -ups

Å high-tech SMEs

Å industry interested in technological 
research and innovation



OPEN

Radical vision

Convincing long-term vision of a radically new technology 
that has the potential to have a transformative positive 

effect to our economy and society.

Technology breakthrough

Concrete, novel and ambitious science-towards-
technology breakthrough, providing advancement 

towards the envisioned technology.

Ambitious interdisciplinary research

High-risk/high-gain research approach 
and methodology, with concrete and 

plausible objectives.

WHAT IS THE WAY ?



OPEN

02/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜΣ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜΣ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜΧ

ω ǿǊƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ
ω collaboration driven by joint goals and mutual learning
ω ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎκƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

SUBMIT

Be ambitious, 
follow your dream and have fun

ω ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ
don't write it for 'us', but for people like you

ω ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ϥǿŜΩ ǿŀƴǘ 

01

Consortium as embryonic ecosystem

ω ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜ 
ω  no cosmetic roles ςkeep it simple 
ω  ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ όŘƻƴϥǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎύ 
ω early-career researchers 

03

Å Excellence, 
Å Impact, 
Å Quality of the Implementation

Max 17 A4 pages

EVALUATION CRITERIA 



'ÒÁÎÔ ÕÐ ÔÏȡ Ω -Ώ

Call deadline: 19/May/2021
Indicative Budget: Χάή -Ώ

Open calls 

Challenge driven calls 

'ÒÁÎÔ ÕÐ ÔÏȡ Ϊ -Ώ
Call deadline: 27/Out/2021
Indicative Budget: ΧΩΨȢΦ -Ώ

1. Awareness inside
2. Tools to measure & stimulate activity in brain tissue
3. Emerging Technologies in Cell & Gene Therapy
4. Novel routes to green hydrogen production
5. Engineered living materials

CALLS



CHALLENGES

¶ Buildon new,cutting -edge directions in scienceand technology to disrupta field anda market

¶ EIC will establish a portfolio of projects that explore different perspectives, competing approaches or

complementaryaspectsof the Challenge

¶ A dedicatedEICProgramme Manager, who establishesa need-drivenplan andactivelysteersthe portfolio towards

the goalsof eachChallenge

¶ You shouldapply if you havea potential project that would contribute to the specific objectives of the respective

Challenge.

FINANCING  ǳǇ ǘƻ п aϵ    όŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜΥ млл҈ύ

WHAT



WHO

¶ In order to apply, your proposalmust meet the generalaswell as

possiblespecificeligibility requirements for a specificChallenge

¶ The Pathfinder Challengessupport collaborative research and

innovation from consortia or applications from single legal

entities (unless stated otherwise in the specific challenge

chapter).

¶ Consortiummin 2 partners(or single)

Å universities 

Å research organisations 

Å SMEs

Å start -ups

Å natural persons

Å NO mid-caps and large companies in 
single applications

CHALLENGES



Awareness inside

New concepts of 
awareness that are 

applicable to systems 
other than human, e.g. AI 

systems, Robotics, ... 

Tools to measure & stimulate 
activity in brain tissue

A full device with unique features and/or 
new or nascent physical 

principles/methodologies that could be the 
basis for future brain sensing and/or 

stimulation technologies

Emerging Tech in Cell & Gene 
Therapy

Propose convincing technological solutions 
and/or new breakthrough concepts that go 
far beyond the current state-of-the-art

Green hydrogen 
production

Proof of concept or lab-scale validated 
innovative Green H2 production 

technology

Engineered living 
materials

Develop technologies for 
the production of a 

minimum of two different 
living materials.

CHALLENGES



Specific conditions for the challenge

CHALLENGES Å Excellence, 
Å Impact, 
Å Quality of the Implementation

Max 25 A4 pages

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Specific objectives for the challenge

Contribution to the portfolio of the 
challenge





EIC INSTRUMENTS

Idea/Research Ready to marketLab test Prototype



European Innovation Council

Accelerator & Transition - O caminho 
para chegar ao mercado



duplicar a Presença Portuguesa nos Programas Europeus









Åфлф Ƴϵ ǇŀǊŀ нлнм 

ÅнΣрaϵ Ҍ мрaϵ

30
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Avaliação em 4 
etapas
ÅShort Application

ÅFull Aplication

ÅJury Interview

ÅFerramenta de AI

32



9 de Junho
6 de Outubro

ÅShort application abertaemcontinuo 
(apartir de Março)

ÅFirst come first served

ÅAté aofim de abril se quiseremser 
avaliadosa 9 de junho.

33







¶ Advanced high performance 
computing, 

¶ edge computing, 

¶ quantum technologies, 

¶ cybersecurity, 

¶ artificial intelligence,

¶ block-chain, 

¶ cloud infrastructure 
technologies, 

¶ technologies for the Internet 
of Things.

¶ Renewable energy, including 
renewable Hydrogen and 
energy storage: 

¶ Deep Renovation of buildings:

¶ Low carbon industries:. 

¶ Batteries and other energy 
storage systems.

36

¶ AI-driven tools for early 
diagnosis; 

¶ Point-of-care diagnostics; 

¶ Cell and gene therapy, 

¶ Novel biomarkers for clinical 
prognosis, 

¶ Patient stratification or 
monitoring purposes across a 
wide spectrum of disorders;

¶ Bioprocessing 4.0

¶ healthcare intelligence services; 

¶ e-health solutions for healthcare 
systems, medical practice and 
Intensive Care Units.

Digital technologies: Healthcare technologies: Green Deal

9 de Junho
6 de Outubro





Pathfinder 
Transition 
Activities



млмaϵ          ннκлфκнлнм


