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SUMMARY 

• Overview 

• The regulatory system 

• The role of DGS 

• Needs and Challenges 

2 



EURATOM Programme Information Event | Nuclear Fission and Radiation Protection | IST/CTN, 7 February 

2014 

THE REGULATORY 

SYSTEM 
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THE REGULATORY 

SYSTEM 
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Spent fuel and radioactive waste 

(…simplified partial view, as defined in many different legal 

documents…) 
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THE ROLE OF DGS 
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL OF 

HEALTH 

• DGS is a technical body with autonomous management within the Ministry of 

Health. 

 

• Mission:  

“To issue regulations, guidelines, to coordinate activities for health 

promotion and disease prevention, to define the technical standards for 

proper healthcare, to plan and programme the national policy for Quality in 

health, as well as to ensure the creation and implementation of the National 

Health Plan, and also, to coordinate international affairs within the Ministry 

of Health”. 

 

• Vision: 

“A healthier population, achieved with sustainable, effective health gains.” 

 

• The Director-General of Health is the Chief Medical Officer and National Public 

Health Authority. 

 

• DGS does not superintend hospitals/healthcare units. 
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL OF 

HEALTH 
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Director-General 

Deputy 

Director-General 

Deputy 

Director-General 

Support Unit to the 

Health Service Call-

Centre 

Support Unit to National Health 

Authority and to Management of 

Public Health Emergencies 

National Health Plan 

National Programmes: 

 

• Preventing and 

controlling tobacco 

smoking 

• Promoting healthy diets 

• Cerebro-cardiovascular 

diseases 

• Cancer 

• Mental health 

• Diabetes 

• HIV/AIDS 

• Preventing and 

controlling healthcare-

related infections 

Division of Quality 

Management 

 

Division of Patient 

Mobility 

Department of 

Quality in Health 

Directorate of Disease 

Prevention and Health 

Promotion 

Directorate of 

Information and Analysis 

Directorate of 

International Relations 

Division of Management 

Support 

Division of Sexual, 

Reproductive, Child and 

Juvenile Health 

 

Division of Healthy 

Lifestyles 

 

 

 

 

Division of 

Epidemiology and 

Statistics 

 

Division of Programme 

Monitoring 

Division of European, 

Multilateral and 

Cooperation Affairs 

Division of 

Environmental and 

Occupational Health 
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL OF 

HEALTH 
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL OF 

HEALTH 
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LICENSING 
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*as of 06/02/2014 

Licenses issued per year (includes renewals) 
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LICENSING 
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N=8172 

Valid licenses, as of 06/02/2014 
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SPATIAL 

DISTRIBUTION 
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NUCLEAR MEDICINE 

(DIAG+THERAPY) 

LISBON METROPOLITAN AREA 15 

COIMBRA 7 

PORTO 5 

ALMADA 2 

BRAGA 2 

FUNCHAL 2 

AVEIRO 1 

GUIMARÃES 1 

LINDA-A-VELHA 1 

MATOSINHOS 1 

PORTIMÃO 1 

LEIRIA 1 

VIANA DO CASTELO 1 

VISEU 1 

TOTAL 41 

EXTERNAL-BEAM RADIOTHERAPY 

LISBON METROPOLITAN AREA 23 

PORTO 12 

COIMBRA 3 

BARREIRO 3 

ÉVORA 3 

FUNCHAL 3 

FARO 2 

BRAGA 1 

SANTARÉM 1 

SETÚBAL 1 

TOTAL 52 

BRACHYTHERAPY (LDR+HDR) 

LISBON METROPOLITAN AREA 13 

PORTO 11 

COIMBRA 7 

CASCAIS 2 

FUNCHAL 2 

TORRES VEDRAS 2 

AVEIRO 1 

BARREIRO 1 

ÉVORA 1 

GUARDA 1 

LEIRIA 1 

MONTEMOR-O-NOVO 1 

SETÚBAL 1 

VISEU 1 

TOTAL 45 

CYCLOTRONS 

COIMBRA 1 

PORTO 1 

TOTAL 2 

Authorized installations as of 06/02/2014, select types 

("per equipment") 
(does not include applications in progress and undergoing 

renewal) 

Many are integrated in reference centers, that can be valuable project partners. 
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ISOTOPES IN USE 
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Total activity imported (unsealed sources), main isotopes 
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ISOTOPES IN USE 
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Total activity imported (radiopharmaceuticals) in 2013, main isotopes, select 

hospitals 
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RADIATION IN 

INDUSTRY 
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Approximate distribution of sealed 

radioactive sources (joint ANPC, APA, DGS, 

IST/CTN project) 

Many industrial facilities include complex installations, making for valuable project 

partners. 
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EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE 

16 

Inside facilities Outside facilities 
During transport or orphan 

sources 

DGS 

ANPC 

APA 

Coordination 

Technical Authority for Intervention 

(ATI) 

IST/CTN 

Always a group effort! 
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EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE 

Accidents/Incidents/Events 

2007 Litvinenko 

2010 Brachytherapy/cremation  

2011 Fukushima 

2011 Lightning rod 

2013 Brachytherapy/lost 

source 

2013 Minho University hoax 

 

 

Exercises 

2008 ConvEx 

… 

2013 Curiex 

2013 ConvEx 
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EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE 
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Portuguese CURIEX team, 9 different government bodies, from 5 

ministries 
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NEEDS AND 

CHALLENGES 
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NEEDS AND 

CHALLENGES 

• Fostering a safety culture 

• Accident/event reporting and patient safety 

• Implementing methods for accident classification (Revised 

INES) 

• Quality control and safety assessment 

• Approaches for different users of radiation (Medicine, Industry) 

 

• Better estimation of patient-doses 

• Establishment of national DRL's 

 

• Radiation passport for patients 
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NEEDS AND 

CHALLENGES 

• Better data analysis tools for regulatory partners 

(optimizing for large datasets) 

• Implementing a centralized Information System for all 

aspects of regulatory control (SS, practices, 

licenses,…) 

 

• Training for current regulatory partners 

 

• Bringing the New BSS into force 

• Developing competence in a new regulatory 

infrastructure 
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NEEDS AND 

CHALLENGES 
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