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StructureHorizon Europe Structure

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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The EIC focuses on supporting innovators with breakthrough high-risk ideas and market creating 
innovation pushing to higher Technology Readiness Levels (TRL). 

THE EIC: EU LEADERSHIP IN THE NEXT WAVE OF INNOVATION 
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Idea/Research Ready to marketLab test Prototype

EIC Instruments
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EIC Instruments

Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator
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EIC Pathfinder

Ricardo Carvalho (ANI)



WHO

• Collaborative interdisciplinary team of researchers and

innovators

• Consortium that includes at least three independent legal

entities, each one established in a different Member State

(minimum 1) or associated country

• Consortium min 3 partners

• academia

• research organisations

• start-ups

• SMEs

• industry interested in technological 
research and innovation

Disruptive technology



IS MY IDEIA WORTH IT ?

cordis

Bio inspired 

Bots

Semi conductors

Biocompatible 

medical devices

battery tech

https://eic.easme-web.eu/# or 

Synthetic 

photosynthesis biobased, 

biodegradable 

products

https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20programme%2Fcode%3D%27H2020-EU.1.2.1.%27&p=1&num=10&srt=/project/contentUpdateDate:decreasing
https://eic.easme-web.eu/


Open calls 

Challenge driven calls 

Type of Calls

• Bottom up

• No predefined thematic priorities

• Technologies and innovations in different 

scientific, technological, sectoral and 

application fields or represent novel 

combinations. 

• Top down

• Specific and predefined 

technological and innovation 

breakthroughs that take into 

account priorities from (EU, 

stakeholders, experts and the EIC 

Board). 
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Open calls 

Challenge driven calls 

Type of Calls
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Grant up to: 3 M€
Call opening: 10/01/2023

Call deadline: 07/03/2023
Indicative Budget: 179.5 M€

Grant up to: 4 M€
Call opening: 20/06/2023
Call deadline: 18/10/2023
Indicative Budget: 163.5 M€

WP 2023Closed

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/EIC%20Work%20Programme%202023_F%26T.pdf


Open calls

• Any topic is accepted

• Funding up to 3M at 100% rate

• Annually (typically in March)

• Very high participation rate

• Annexes A and B (Annex B up to 17 pages)

• Minimum number of partners is 3 (at least 1 member state and two associated countries or member states)

• There is no Consortium limit
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Challenge driven calls

• Pre-identified challenges

• Funding up to 4M at 100% rate

• Annually (typically in October)

• Lower participation rate

• Annexes A and B (Annex B up to 25 pages)

• Each challenge has its own rules

• There is no Consortium limit

• Portfolio criteria

Clean and efficient cooling

Architecture, Engineering and Construction digitalisation
for a novel triad of design, fabrication, and materials

Precision nutrition

Responsible electronics

In-space solar energy harvesting for innovative space 
applications

5 Challenges
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2023

Info Days

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%202023_clean%20cooling_v2_0.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%202023_AEC_v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%202023_AEC_v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%202023_Precision%20nutrition_v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%202023_Responsible%20Electronics-v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%20Space%202023_v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-02/Challenge%20Guide%20Space%202023_v2.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events_en?f%5B0%5D=oe_event_status%3Apast&f%5B1%5D=oe_event_subject%3Ahttp%3A//data.europa.eu/uxp/1439&f%5B2%5D=programmes_programmes_eic%3A3


Preparing proposals
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How to apply?

Build a consortium. 
Collaborate, collaborate!

SUBMIT

01

03

02 Look for a project call. 
Read the work programmes!

Submission platform

04

05

Ambitious & innovative idea. Concept.  
Read stakeholders needs.

Write the proposal !
Application form (Part A) 
Project proposal – Technical description (Part B)
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Funding and tenders homepage https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


Funding and tenders homepage https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


How to apply?

Build a consortium. 
Collaborate, collaborate!

SUBMIT

01

03

02 Look for a project call. 
Read the work programmes!

Submission platform

04

05

Ambitious & innovative idea. Concept.  
Read stakeholders needs.

Write the proposal !
Application form (Part A) 
Project proposal – Technical description (Part B)
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- Known partners

- Clients
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- Annual Information 
Day & Brokerage 
event in Brussels

- Brokerage events 
organised by the 
Enterprise Europe 
Network
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- CORDIS project 
database

- EIC hub

- Eco-innovation 
projects

- LIFE projects

P
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ch
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o
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- CORDIS partner 
search platform

- Enterprise Europe 
Network cooperation 
opportunities 
database

Be proactive !
Engage communication!

Look on your network ! And outside !

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/2017-information-day
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/2017-information-day
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/2017-information-day
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
https://eic.easme-web.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/web/guest
https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/web/guest
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch


• Member states (MS) 

• Associated countries to horizon Europe (AC)

• Low and middle-income countries

Entities that implement action tasks without receiving EU funding. 

• The Grant Agreement mentions them and defines their role (rights and 

obligations), but AP do not sign the GA (but can sign consortium agreement)

• Cannot be coordinator (but can lead tasks or WP)

• Cannot receive direct EU funds (place budget under “financial contribution”)

Who?

• Non associated countries, not eligible for funding from EU

• Co-funded partners (e.g. Switzerland)

“Associated partners”“Beneficiaries”

List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe

Reference Documents

Which countries can apply?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents


How to apply?

Build a consortium. 
Collaborate, collaborate!

SUBMIT

01

03

02 Look for a project call. 
Read the work programmes!

Submission platform

04

05

Ambitious & innovative idea. Concept.  
Read stakeholders needs.

Write the proposal !
Application form (Part A) 
Project proposal – Technical description (Part B)
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Evaluation criteria

21



Long-term vision and contributions:

• Contribution of the project and solution to the new visionary technology to in long term
• Transformative and positive effect in value chains, science, economy and society in long term
• Specific contributions and effects of the project, and not R&I in general in this field

Science-towards-technology breakthrough:

• Concrete science-towards-technology breakthrough of the project
• Relevant state-of-the-art in the field, pointing the project novelty and ambition
• Contribution of the science-towards-technology breakthrough to the realization of the envisioned technology

Objectives, methods and results:

• Objectives of the project - clear, plausible, measurable, verifiable and realistically achievable within the duration of the project
• Research approach and methodology including the concepts, models and assumptions, and why they are appropriate to overcome

barriers and uncertainties
• Gender dimension, and “do no harm” principle

Interdisciplinarity:

• interdisciplinary approach engaging contributions from different scientific and technological disciplines, and its importance

Excellence (Threshold: 4/5, weight 60%)

science

science

science

science



Innovation potential:

• Impacts, KPIs, and concrete measures and plans to maximize impacts of your project (different from long term vision in section 1)
• Strategy for exploitation for future translation of research results into innovations (potential business plan model?)
• Future steps to increase TRL, and get additional funding support (grants, equity, investors, other instruments)
• Strategy to engage stakeholders and relevant value chain actors (suppliers, researchers, distributors, sellers)
• Value chain and markets to affect
• Strategy (only a strategy not activities) for the management of intellectual property (patents, design rights, copyright, trade secrets etc.)
• Measures to empower key actors and entrepreneurship (i.e. early career researchers, promising high-tech SMEs, start-ups)

Communication and Dissemination:

• Foreseen measures and plans for stakeholder and general public engagement
• Stakeholder and public communication, events, materials
• Publications, conferences
• Open science
• Plan for Research data management and management of other results

Impact (Threshold: 3.5/5, weight 20%)

innovation

innovation science



Quality of the consortium:

• Expertise and capabilities of the consortium members relevant to the project
• Relevance and complementarity of each member to the project (avoid overlaps or gaps), including relevance in the interdisciplinarity

Work plan:

• Structure (overall WP and workflow, and gantt)
• Work packages, tasks, deliverables, milestones, time-line, etc.
• Budget should be balanced between the effort between partners and tasks, and objectives or impacts
• Risk mitigation measures in order to achieve the project objectives
• Get to the proof-of-concept!
• Be specific and concrete!

Allocation of resources:

• Budget – RH, Equipment, Services, Travel, other goods.

Quality and efficiency of the implementation (Threshold 3/5, weight 20%) 

innovation science planning

planning

science planning



EIC Pathfinder

Elisabete Pires (ANI)



OPENTRANSITION

• Have you identified EIC Pathfinder, FET or ERC Proof of Concept project results that could be the basis for ground-

breaking innovations and new businesses?

• Is this novel technology ready for the next steps towards its maturation and validation in some specific

applications?

• Do you envisage building a motivated and diverse team to develop the idea towards commercialisation?

• Address market readiness towards commercialisation and deployment (market research, business case, prospects

for growth, intellectual property protection, competitor analysis etc.) and other relevant aspects of regulation,

certification and standardisation, aimed at getting both the technology and the business idea investment-ready.

FINANCING  up to 0.5 – 2.5 M€    (funding rate: 100%) for projects up to 3 years as appropriate

WHAT



OPEN

WHO

• academia

• research organisations

• start-ups

• SMEs

• industry interested in technological 
research and innovation

TRANSITION

• EIC Transition is restricted to proposals based on results generated by the

following eligible projects:

o EIC Pathfinder projects (including projects funded under EIC pilot

Pathfinder, Horizon 2020 FET-Open, FET-Proactive) and FET Flagships

calls (including ERANET calls under the FET Work Programme),

European Research Council (ERC) Proof of Concept projects (projects

active for 12 months, or 24 months after its completion)

• Single entities (university, research, SME) or a consortium up to 5 partners

(all institutions)

List of eligible projects
INNOVATION RADAR

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-transition_en#list-of-eligible-projects
http://www.innoradar.eu7/eic-transition


Grant up to: 0.5 – 2.5 M€

Call deadline: 27/09/23

Indicative Budget: 67. 86 M€

Open calls 

Challenge driven calls 

Grant up to: 0.5 – 2.5 M€

Call deadline: 27/09/23

Indicative Budget:  60.5 M€

CALLS

TRANSITION



CHALLENGES

Full scale Micro-Nano-Bio devices for medical and medical research 
applications

Environmental intelligence

Chip-scale optical frequency combs

3 challenges
2 calls

TRANSITION



APPLICATIONTRANSITION

• Submit the proposal 
(25 pages) before the 
given cut-off;

• Evaluation by EIC 
expert evaluators;

• If OK, a face to face
interview is followed.



EVENTSTRANSITION

Save the date: 25.05.2023

Transition Info session (on-line)



Additional support

Contact List - Newsletters

GNAD

Get involved in the R&I priorities discussion

Get informed of all the initiatives, calls and HE hot topics

32

https://ani.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4309946d9ea646e2cee2319b1&id=764288b356
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd3UXa3Sh7c6DL3BzHti2fXFVjtxooFuNNknmHRXxcy4-O-Q/viewform


MORE 
ACTIONS

Get In touch !

Ricardo Carvalho
Ricardo.carvalho@ani.pt
• EIC - Pathfinder

Sofia Bravo
Sofia.bravo@ani.pt
• EIC – Transition
• EIC - Accelerator

Elisabete Pires
Elisabete.pires@ani.pt
• EIC – Transition
• EIC - Accelerator

Alexandre Marques
Alexandre.marques@ani.pt
• EIT / EIC 
• Legal and financial issues

mailto:Ricardo.carvalho@ani.pt
mailto:Sofia.bravo@ani.pt
mailto:Elisabete.pires@ani.pt
mailto:Elisabete.pires@ani.pt


Ricardo Carvalho (ANI)
Elisabete Pires (ANI)
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