
The two European Councils meet:

Opportunities to develop the best ideas in research and innovation.
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The Specific Programme Implementing Horizon Europe



“many ERC researchers are also innovators and many EIC innovators also are researchers”
in the ERC-EIC Joint Statement, 2021

support game-changing innovations 
throughout the lifecycle from early 
stage research, to proof of concept, 
technology transfer, and the 
financing and scale up of start-ups 
and SMEs 

empower individual researchers 
and provide the best settings  to  
foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  
excellence  is  the  sole criterion  of 
evaluation

2007

2021

Two Worlds Meet



“many ERC researchers are also innovators and many EIC innovators also are researchers”
in the ERC-EIC Joint Statement, 2021

explore the innovation potential 
of ERC’s pioneering research

Bottom-Up
Ambitious, beyond state of the art
Long term vision

Two Worlds Meet

game-changing innovations
from early stage research
to proof of concept



“many ERC researchers are also innovators and many EIC innovators also are researchers”
in the ERC-EIC Joint Statement, 2021

Two Worlds Meet

highest quality curiosity-
driven frontier research

ground-breaking 
innovations

From Proof of Concept to 
getting closer to Market

Bottom-Up
Ambitious
Long term vision

OPEN-ENDED

TECH OR INNOVATION 
DRIVEN

Explore Novel Basic 
Research



Idea/Research Ready to marketLab test Prototype

Pathfinder

Transition Accelerator

Two Worlds Meet



Two Worlds Meet

Starting Grant
(single PI)

Consolidator Grant
(single PI)

Advanced Grant
(single PI)

Synergy Grant
(multiple PIs)

Proof of Concept

Project Results:
EIC Pathfinder, Horizon 2020 FET OPEN/PROACT/Flagships, ERC PoC



Two Worlds Meet

Project Results:

EIC Pathfinder, Horizon 2020 FET 

OPEN/ PROACT/Flagships, ERC PoC

MAIN 

GRANTS

PROOF OF 

CONCEPT

HOP ON

Eligible projects from

Pillar II and EIC Pathfinder

1 2

3



“many ERC researchers are also innovators and many EIC innovators also are researchers”
in the ERC-EIC Joint Statement, 2021

support game-changing innovations 
throughout the lifecycle from early 
stage research, to proof of concept, 
technology transfer, and the 
financing and scale up of start-ups 
and SMEs 

empower individual researchers 
and provide the best settings  to  
foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  
excellence  is  the  sole criterion  of 
evaluation

2007

2021

Two Worlds Meet



European Research Council

“The ERC's main frontier research grants aim to empower individual researchers and 

provide the best settings to  foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  excellence is  the  

sole criterion  of evaluation.”

ERC at a glance

o Profile

o Idea



European Research Council

“The ERC's main frontier research grants aim to empower individual researchers and 

provide the best settings  to  foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  excellence  is  the  sole 

criterion  of evaluation.”

ERC at a glance

o New and emerging fields of research

o Unconventional, innovative approaches

o Idea



European Research Council

ERC at a glance

o Multi- or Interdisciplinary nature

o Cross boundaries between different fields of research

“The ERC's main frontier research grants aim to empower individual researchers and 

provide the best settings  to  foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  excellence  is  the  sole 

criterion  of evaluation.”

o Idea



European Research Council

“The ERC's main frontier research grants aim to empower individual researchers and 

provide the best settings  to  foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  excellence  is  the  sole 

criterion  of evaluation.”

ERC at a glance

o Competitive Principal Investigators

o PI in control (idea, team and implementation)

o 5-year projects

o 1,5 M€ - 2 M€ (+1M€)
o Profile



European Research Council

ERC at a glance

“The ERC's main frontier research grants aim to empower individual researchers and 

provide the best settings  to  foster  their  creativity.  Scientific  excellence is  the  sole 

criterion  of evaluation.”



European Research Council

Starting Grants

2-7 years after PhD.

1.5 M€, 5 years (+1M€?)

50% commitment

StG CoG AdG

Consolidator Grants
7-12 years after PhD.

2.0 M€, 5 years (+1M€?)

40% commitment

Advanced Grants

10 years’ track-record

2.5 M€, 5 years (+1M€?)

30% commitment

ERC at a glance

Proof of Concept

Synergy Grants

PoC SyG

All profiles; 2-4 PIs

10 M€, 6 years (+4M€?)

ERC Grantees Only

150 K€, 1,5 years

Demonstrated 

Potential

Demonstrated 

Independence

Established 

Leader



Evaluation Process

Eligibility Check

Independent, remote 

reviews by panel 

members

Panel Meetings and 

Ranking

Proposals 

Retained for Step 

2 or Rejected

STEP 1 

EVALUATION STEP 2 

EVALUATION

Independent, remote reviews by 

panel members and other referees 

of full proposal

Interviews of PIs (StG, CoG, AdG), 

panel meetings and ranking

Feedback to 

Applicants

Ethics Check

A

C

B

A

Part A

Part B1

B

Proposals 

Selected

Redress

Part B1

Part B2

Budget Table 

& Resources



“A-MAIN 
LIST”

STEP 2STEP 1
Elegibility of

Proposals

Grade:
A, B, C

Grade:
A, B

A - Reserve or

A- Beyond Budget

A A

Horizontes para doutorados, estudantes de doutoramento e candidatos a doutoramento

• 250 K€ / up to 36 months;
• Submit a proposal to the ERC;



European Research Council

Starting Grants

Opens: 12 Sept.’23

Closes: 12 Dec.’23

Consolidator Grants

Closes: 28 May’23

Opens: 29 May’24

Closes: 29 Aug.’24

Advanced Grants

Calendar 2023

StG CoG AdG

Opens: 11 Jul.’23

Closes: 24 Oct.’23

Proof of Concept

Synergy Grants

Closes: Sept’23

Closes: Mar.’24; Sept.’24

PoC SyG

Opens: 12 Jul.’23

Closes: 08 Nov.’23



Open discussion



EIC Pathfinder

• Research and Innovation Action

• Call budget: 80 M€

• Proposals: From 0,1 M€ to 0,6 M€

• Project Duration: Depends on Original Projects

• Eligible Expenses: RIA-type

• Key Eligibility Conditions:

• One Widening Partner can be added 
to Consortia of projects approved in 
Pillar II and EIC Pathfinder;

• Valid Grant Agreement;

• Without any entity from 
Widening Countries;

Capacity Building

Hop-On Facility

CALL CUT-OFF DATES:

28.09.2023 & 26.09.2024

From
Funding Source

To
Eligible* Projects

Widening: Hop On



Capacity Building

Hop-On Facility

Project without

Widening Partners

PT entity contacts 

project partners

Consortium Agrees 

on Project Alterations

Project Coordinator 

submits proposal

Evaluation of proposal

Consortium submits 

GA Amendment 

request

Widening: Hop On

CALL CUT-OFF DATES:

28.09.2023 & 26.09.2024

• Research and Innovation Action

• Call budget: 80 M€

• Proposals: From 0,1 M€ to 0,6 M€

• Project Duration: Depends on Original Projects

• Eligible Expenses: RIA-type

• Key Eligibility Conditions:

• One Widening Partner can be added 
to Consortia of projects approved in 
Pillar II and EIC Pathfinder;

• Valid Grant Agreement;

• Without any entity from 
Widening Countries;



Capacity Building

Hop-On Facility

PT entity contacts 

project partners

Consortium Agrees 

on Project Alterations

Widening: Hop On



Capacity Building

Hop-On Facility

PT entity contacts 

project partners

Consortium Agrees 

on Project Alterations

Widening: Hop On



Capacity Building

Hop-On Facility

PT entity contacts 

project partners

Consortium Agrees 

on Project Alterations

Widening: Hop On



Open discussion



The two European Councils meet:

Opportunities to develop the best ideas in research and innovation from 
idea to proof of concept

April 06, 14h00
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