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Origin of European Innovation 
Partnerships (EIPs) 
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• - Linked to Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 

  growth 
 

• - Innovation Union Flagship (2010) 
 

 European Innovation Partnerships should be launched to 
 accelerate research, development and market deployment of 
 innovations to tackle major societal challenges, pool expertise 
 and resources and boost the competitiveness of EU industry, 
 starting with the area of healthy ageing. 
 

 
 

 
 



Many countries still far from their 
R&D targets 
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R&D intensity broken down by sector, 2012 and R&D intensity targets 2020

 

 
Source: DG Research and Innovation - Unit for the Analysis and Monitoring of National Research Policies                                                             

Data:  Eurostat, OECD, Member States  

Notes:  (1) CZ, UK: No R&D intensity targets have been set. For CZ a target of 1% is available only for the public sector.  

             (2) IE: The R&D intensity target is 2.5% of GNP which is estimated to be equivalent to 2.0% of GDP.  

             (3) LU: The R&D intensity target is between 2.30% and 2.60% of GDP (2.45% was assumed).

             (4) HU: The R&D intensity sectoral breakdown does not add up to total R&D intensity.

             (5) US: (i) Most or all capital expenditure is not included; (ii) Government expenditure on R&D refers to federal or central government only.
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European Innovation Partnerships 

To accelerate and scale up the development and deployment of 
innovative solutions to major societal challenges with an approach 
that is: 

 

• Challenge-driven 
• inter-relating a critical mass of activities 

 

• Acting across the whole research and innovation chain  
• mobilising a wide group of stakeholders across supply and demand 

 

• Adding value to existing instruments and initiatives 
• existing initiatives are keeping their own identity and lifecycle and are 

contributing to the aims of the EIP 
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active and  
healthy ageing 

water smart  
cities 

European Innovation Partnerships 

competitive and sustainable agriculture raw  
materials 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/eipaha/


Headline Goals of EIPs 

Active and Healthy Ageing: 
Increase the average healthy lifespan by two years by 2020.  
 
Water: 
Speed up development of water innovation,  contribute to sustainable growth and 
employment, and stimulate uptake of water innovations by market and society 
 
Agricultural Productivity and Competitiveness: 
Fostering a competitive and sustainable agriculture and forestry sector that ‘achieves 
more from less’ 
 
Raw Materials: 
Help to increase the share of industry to 20% of GDP  and ensure the sustainable supply 
of raw materials to the European economy whilst increasing benefits for society as a 
whole. 
 
Smart Cities: 
Establish strategic partnerships between industry and European cities to develop the 
urban systems and infrastructures of tomorrow. 
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European Innovation Partnerships – 
Overall Progress  

2012 2013 2014 … 

Start: Endorsement by Council (following Commission proposal) 
SIP:  Strategic Implementation Plan (issued by Steering Group) 
Implementation of actions:  Execution of priority actions (following 'Invitations for Commitments', forming 

'Action/Operational Groups', setting up 'Marketplaces', Conferences …) 
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EIP support from several sources 

• EU, national, regional and local 
• Public and private 
• Financial and non-financial 
• EIPs and Horizon 2020 

• EIPs have provided systematic input on a continuous basis to advise on priorities for 
first Horizon 2020 Work Programme 

• Horizon 2020 has taken full account of the EIP priorities, plans and experience 
gained during implementation – together with other advice 

• Specific Horizon 2020 priorities, notably among the Societal Challenges, will 
support, interface and establish links with EIP actions and activities  

• EIPs should increase impact of Horizon 2020 actions by linking them to broader 
strategy and ensuring exploitation/roll-out of innovations 

• EIPs and EU Structural and Investment Funds 
• Screening Partnership Agreements and Operational Plans for EIP relevant priorities 
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EIP Review 

• Independent expert group set up to assess progress and evaluate 
the overall performance of the EIP concept 

• Analysing what has been achieved + where the problems are 
• Experts:  

Esko Aho (Chair, Finland) 

Cristina Garmendia (Spain) 

Walter Mönig (Germany) 

Sylvia Schwaag Serger (Sweden) 

Marco Steinberg (Finland) 

Petra Wilson (UK) 

Paweł Świeboda (Poland) 

 
• Report published February 2014 
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EIP Review – Core Assessment … 

• The EIPs have been effective in their integrative function, bringing together 
different stakeholders and serving as an EU-wide observatory of practice in 
innovation.  
They have deepened the dialogue between policy-makers and innovators and have 
established an effective mix of longer-term systemic targets and short-term 
operational goals.  
The governance structure has been effective in getting the early activities of the 
EIPs on their way. 

 

• At the same time, the EIP process has suffered from a complex operational 
model, hampered by a lack of a single dedicated structure at the Commission to deal 
with the EIPs and a divergence of views between the different Directorates of the 
Commission.  
While an extensive array of stakeholders has taken part in the EIPs, a stronger 
commitment of the Member States and clearer channels to bring in new 
actors, including more SMEs, would improve future EIP performance. 
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EIP Review – Key Conclusions 

• The EIPs have been effective in bringing together different 
stakeholders and getting early activities underway 

• Implementation of the EIPs promises to deliver significant 
outcomes, as judged by the overwhelming response to the calls 
for commitments 

 
… but improvements in delivery are required, notably: 
• A stronger commitment of the Member States and clearer 

channels to bring in new actors – including from outside Europe 
• Focus on demand side actions and diffusion of innovation 
• Clear indicators to monitor and evaluate success 
• More dedicated support from the Commission 
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EIPs state of play 

• Strategic Implementation Plans delivered by all EIPs 

 
• All EIPs now executing priority actions  

• Following Invitations for Commitments, Action/Focus/Operational Groups, Online 
Marketplaces, Conferences etc. 

• 1000+ commitments from new stakeholder groupings received so far 

 

• First results emerging 

• Collations of good practices, toolkits for their replication 

 

• Next steps 

• Completing monitoring and evaluation frameworks for each EIP 

• Continued mobilisation of implementation on the ground 

• Follow-up of recommendations from the Expert Group 

• Evaluate the impact of the EIPs 
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Further details of individual EIPs 
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• http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?section=active-

healthy-ageing 

• http://ec.europa.eu/eip/smartcities/index_en.htm  

• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/innovationpartnership/index_en.htm 

• http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/raw-materials/innovation-

partnership/index_en.htm 

• www.eip-agri.eu 

 

European Innovation Partnerships: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?pg=eip 

DG Research and Innovation – Unit B1 Innovation Policy 
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Disclaimer: The opinions in this presentation are those of the author and do not commit in any way the European Commission 

 

Thank you! 
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