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What is Horizon 2020 

• Biggest EU R&I programme ever 

• A single programme 

• About €80 billion 

• Available funding from 2014 to 2020 

• Simplified access 

• More opportunities for SMEs 

• Coupling research to innovation 

• Focus on societal challenges 

 

 



Horizon 2020 supports the 
Commission priorities 

Carlos Moedas, 
Commissioner for  
Research, Science and Innovation 

The 3 O's 
 
Open Innovation, 
 
Open Science, 
 
Open to the World 



Annual budget (in billion €) 

Research and innovation is a growing priority for EU 
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Horizon 2020:  
Three pillars 

Excellent 
science 

Industrial 
leadership 

Societal 
challenges 

• SC1 Health (€7.4b) 
• SC2 Food & 

bioeconomy 
• SC3 Energy 
• SC4 Transport 
• SC5 Environment 
• SC6 EU in the world 
• SC7 Security 
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Health research in 
Horizon 2020 

Future and 

Emerging 

Technologies 

Marie Curie 
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Collaborative research in the SC1?  

• Proposals selected via competitive, peer-review process 

• Funding rate: 100% in most cases 

• Eligibility: Minimum 3 partners from EU or associated countries 

• Time to contract: 8 months (from call deadline to contract) 

• Annually ~100 new projects funded 

 



Participations per organisation type 
under SC1 



Timeframe of the SC1 

2014 – 
2015 

•1 Call 

•60 Topics 
incl.34 PHC 

2016 – 
2017 

•1 Call 

•49 Topics 
incl.21 PM 

2018 – 
2020 

•Under 
preparation 



Calls and proposals under SC1 

• Greater emphasis on impact, through 'Expected  impact 
statements'  
• Applicants asked to explain how work will bring about described impacts 

 

• Proposals may bring together different disciplines, sectors and 
actors to tackle specific challenges  
• e.g. scientists, industry, SMEs, societal partners, end-users… 

 

• More emphasis on innovation 
• Emphasis on activities operating close to end-users and the market, e.g. 

demonstration, piloting or proof-of-concept 
• Include support to social innovation, and support to demand-side 

approaches (standardisation, innovation procurement, user-centred 
measures …) to help accelerate the deployment and diffusion of innovative 
products and services into market 
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Also includes  
'coordination activities' 15 topics: 3 in 2017 

'SME Instrument' 2 topics: continuously open 

'InnovFin Infectious Diseases' 
'Horizon Prize - Birth Day' 

 

Call 'Personalised Medicine' 
21 topics: 11 in 2017 
 

 1. Understanding health, well-being and disease 
 2. Preventing disease 
 3. Treating and managing diseases 
 4. Active ageing and self-management of health 
 5. Methods and data 
 6. Health care provision and integrated care 
 
 

SC1 Work Programme 2016-17 in brief 
 



Main research priorities for 2016-2017 





When are the topics published? 
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How to apply to a topic? 
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How to create a consortium? 

At least three legal entities. Each of the 
three must be established in a different EU 
Member State or Horizon 2020 associated 
country. 

All three legal entities must be independent 
of each other. 



Countries eligible for funding 

 EU Member States  

 Associated countries (15 countries) 

 'Developing countries' (more than 130 countries) 

 The US are entitled for funding in SC1 

 

Some countries (China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, 
Switzerland, Taiwan) have put in place a co-funding mechanism to 
support their participants 

X Industrialised countries and emerging economies are not 

automatically funded 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-
guide/cross-cutting-issues/international-cooperation_en.htm 
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Clinical studies under Horizon 2020 

A ‘clinical study’ is … any clinical research involving 

a substantial amount of work related to the 

observation of, data collection from, or diagnostic 

or therapeutic intervention on multiple or individual 

patients/subjects. It includes but is not limited to 

clinical trials in the sense of the EU Clinical Trials 

Directive (2001/20/EC). 

 

 



   

Template for clinical studies in SC1 
 

• Providing structured information to experts for evaluation 

• Giving applicants the chance to provide detailed information 

about clinical studies without page limitations  

• The template is not an eligibility criteria.  

• Available under 'call documents' and in submission system  

 

 

 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/doc/call/h2020/h2020-
phc-2015-single-stage_rtd/1632634-
essential_information_for_clinical_studies_2015callsv3_01122014_en.pdf 



Cross-cutting issues integrated  
in the Work Programme 

• Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) should be integrated 

across all Horizon 2020 activities/projects (e.g. economics, 

statistics, psychology, anthropology and behavioural 

science) 

 

• Gender dimension in the content of R&I - question on the 

relevance of sex/gender analysis is included in proposal 

templates  

 



SSH inclusion - Example  



Gender inclusion - Example  
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Deadline Model 

Single stage procedure 

t0   Final date for submission 
Submission of a 70 pages proposal 

t0 + 5 months 
Outcomes of the evaluation 

t0 + 8 months 
Signing of the grant agreement 

Two stage procedure 

t1   Final date for submission  
for the first stage 
Submission of a 10 pages proposal 

t1 + 3 months 
Outcomes of the evaluation 

t2 + 8 months 
Signing of the grant agreement 

t2   Final date for submission  
for the second stage 
Submission of a 70 pages proposal 

t2 + 5 months 
Outcomes of the evaluation 



• 2016: single stage procedure only 

 

• 2017: mostly single stage procedure and 4 topics 
on two stage procedure 

 SC1-PM-02-2017 

 SC1-PM-07-2017 

 SC1-PM-08-2017 

 SC1-PM-10-2017 

 

Deadline Model 



Receipt of  
proposals 

Individual 
evaluation 

Consensus 
group 

Panel Review Finalisation 

Evaluators 

Evaluation process 

… performed by independent experts working in 
confidentiality and free of conflicts of interest. 



Join the database of independent experts 
for European R&I 



Evaluation criteria 
 
• Clarity and pertinence of the objectives  
• Soundness of the concept, and credibility of the proposed methodology 
• Extent that proposed work is beyond the state of the art, and demonstrates innovation potential 

(e.g. ground-breaking objectives, novel concepts and approaches, new products, services or 
business and organisational models) 

• Appropriate consideration of interdisciplinary approaches and , where relevant, use of stakeholder 
knowledge.  
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• The expected impacts listed in the work programme under the relevant topic  
• Any substantial impacts not mentioned in the WP, that would enhance innovation capacity; create 

new market opportunities, strengthen competitiveness and growth of companies, address issues 
related to climate change or the environment, or bring other important benefits for society 

• Quality of proposed measures to exploit and disseminate project results (including IPR, manage 
data research where relevant);communicate the project activities to different target audiences (n/a 
SME Phase 1) 
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• Quality and effectiveness of the work plan, including extent to which resources assigned in work 
packages are in line with objectives/deliverables 

• Appropriateness of management structures and procedures, including risk and innovation 
management 

• Complementarity of the participants which the consortium as a whole brings together expertise 
• Appropriateness of allocation of tasks, ensuring that al participants have a valid role and adequate 

resources in the project to fulfill that role I
m

p
le

m
e
n

ta
ti

o
n

  



Interpretation of the scores 

The proposal fails to address the criterion or cannot be assessed due to 
missing or incomplete information. 

 

Poor. The criterion is inadequately addressed, or there are serious inherent 
weaknesses. 

 

Fair. The proposal broadly addresses the criterion, but there are significant 
weaknesses. 

 

Good. The proposal addresses the criterion well, but a number of 
shortcomings are present. 

 

Very Good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, but a small 
number of shortcomings are present. 

 

Excellent. The proposal successfully addresses all relevant aspects of the 
criterion. Any shortcomings are minor. 
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Let's summarise 

1. Work programme 2. Research topics 3. Project Proposals 



Let's summarise 

5. Peer review evaluations  
of project proposals 

6. Only the very best  
projects are funded!  

4. Submission 
ends at call 
deadline 
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• Piloted by the Health Directorate in 2012/13 

• Single company support possible 

• Target group: Innovative SMEs 

• Only EU SMEs allowed to apply for funding 

• Competitive, market-oriented, EU dimension 

• Several cut-off dates i.e. submission deadlines per year 

 

 

 

 

SME Instrument 



SME Instrument 



SME Instrument in  
SC1 Work Programme 2016 -2017 

2 topics continuously open in 2016 & 2017: 
 

SMEInst-05-2016-2017: Supporting innovative SMEs in the 
healthcare biotechnology sector 
 
SMEInst-06-2016-2017: Accelerating market introduction of 
ICT solutions for Health, Well-Being and Ageing Well 



Stay connected 
• Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 1 

website 

 

• Participant portal: All H2020  calls 
and topics 

 

• Search topics by keywords - use 
the search engine of the 
Participant Portal 

 

• Find partners: register to Fit for 
Health 

 

• Support & advice about Horizon 
2020: NCPs 

 

• Find EU-funded project: Cordis 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/health-demographic-change-and-wellbeing
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/query/action?query_source=RESEARCHPP&language=en&text
http://www.fitforhealth.eu/
http://www.fitforhealth.eu/
http://www.fitforhealth.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.htmlc,contact=country/sbg/Spain/1/1/0&function_details..function_abbr/sbg/Health/1/1/0&+person.last_name/desc


                              

HORIZON 2020 

Jonathan Rodrigues 
jonathan.rodrigues@ec.europa.eu 

Obrigado pela vossa atenção 


